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evaluates them in the light of their immanent ideal of per-
fection. An important feature of the philosophy of today is
the increasing recognition of the inseparable relation between
reality and value. While science is said to study the realm
of facts, ethics and aesthetics are said to deal with values, and
this distinction has led to a cleavage between the two kinds
of studies and resulted in open hostility. But now there is a
tendency in philosophy to recognise the inter-relation between
the two. A true philosophy is as much interested in the
apprehension of facts as in the appreciation of values. To be
aware of a thing also implies the appraisement of its value.
Value judgments are therefore said to have as much ontologi-
cal status as judgments of facts. The conative and affective
sides of experience are as important as the cognitive as tatva-
and purusdrtha go together. Values are not variable and sub-
jective, but are intrinsic and objective. The highest values
of life are truth, goodness and beauty, and they are personal or
spiritual experiences. If values are emptied of such spiritual
or personal content, they become abstract or meaningless.
They are the highest ideals of life, and when they are realized,
they become ultimate and eternal. The philosophy of religion
treats such ultimate values as the attributes of God in whom
they are always self-realized. God is not only the ground
of existence but also the home of values. When the self
is freed from ignorance, evil and ugliness, it has a soul-
sight of God, becomes perfect, participates in divine life
and becomes godly. The value and destiny of the individual
consist in its ascent to God and attaining the eternal bliss of
divine life. The ultimate values are transvalued in that state
and become eternal. Eternal life is the fulfilment of the
temporal and according to one Indian philosopher spiritual
life is not only an ascent from the stage of matter to the